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FEATURED NEWS

FITZGERALD'S FINAL STATE OF THE COUNTY ADDRESS SERVES CAMPAIGN PURPOSE, TOO CRAIN’S CLEVELAND BUSINESS
Cuyahoga County Executive Ed FitzGerald went deep to recount the accomplishments of his three-plus years in office in his State of the County speech. Those accomplishments ranged from his $100 million Western Reserve Plan to spur economic development in the county to bolstering the county medical examiner's office.

TEACHER PENSION CONSIDERS HEALTH CARE SHIFT TO MEET FUNDING MANDATE HANNAH
Trustees of the State Teachers Retirement System will send a letter to lawmakers Friday outlining possible approaches for bringing the pension within statutory funding guidelines, but they weren't willing to fully commit to a plan at Thursday's meeting.  Shifting money from retiree health care into paying pension benefits drew the greatest consideration from trustees at the meeting. The system is required by law to submit a plan to be able to pay down unfunded accrued liabilities within 30 years; the most recent actuarial valuation put STRS at about 40 years. STRS projects that to drop to about 36 years naturally given investment performance.


NATIONAL, FEDERAL AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ANALYSIS FINDS NCLB WAIVERS TOO OFTEN MAINTAIN FLAWED ACCOUNTABILITY PRACTICES  EDUCATION WEEK
The No Child Left Behind flexibility waivers granted by the U.S. Department of Education could have been the ultimate teachable moment, an opportunity to both innovate and learn from the lessons of the past decade.  Instead, a new analysis has found that, when it comes to the state accountability systems used to identify low-performing schools, the waivers often continue the problematic policies of the current law, for which reauthorization is now seven years overdue. These problems include an over-reliance on one-time snapshots of student performance in reading and math and a reluctance to consider non-test-based indicators such as attendance rates or longer-term postsecondary outcomes.

OBAMA'S CONNECTED INITIATIVE GETS MAJOR FCC, CORPORATE FINANCIAL SUPPORT EDUCATION WEEK
It almost sounded like President Obama’s ConnectED initiative won a lottery earlier this month. In the same speech, he announced $2 billion in repurposed funding from the Federal Communications Commission’s E-rate program to connect more than 15,000 schools and 20 million students to high-speed broadband, and a donation of $750 million in goods and services from seven companies for schools and students. 


OHIO LEGISLATION UPDATE (RECENT BILL ACTION IN RED)
130TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Introduced

HB 449 HIGHER EDUCATION-RESIDENCY STATUS (GONZALES A) With respect to residency status for certain veterans, spouses, and dependents at state institutions of higher education STATUS: Introduced

HB 450 SALES TAX HOLIDAY (PATTERSON J) To provide a three-day sales tax "holiday" each August during which sales of back-to-school clothing, school supplies, personal computers, and personal computer accessories are exempt from sales and use taxes STATUS: Introduced

HB 454 CONCEALED CARRY-SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE (GONZALES A) To expand and clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone STATUS: Introduced 

SB 284 SCHOOLS-CALAMITY DAYS (COLEY W) To provide additional calamity day relief for schools and to declare an emergency STATUS: Introduced

House

HB 1 OHIO WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT LAW (DERICKSON T, ROMANCHUK M) To require a local workforce investment area to use OhioMeansJobs as the local workforce investment area's job placement system, to rename county one-stop systems, and to make other changes to Ohio's Workforce Development Law STATUS: Signed by Governor

HB 4 LOCAL GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT GRANT PROGRAM (STAUTBERG P, BLESSING III L) To establish the Local Government Performance Measurement Grant Program STATUS: House State & Local Government Committee – Substitute bill accepted

HB 8 SCHOOL SAFETY LAWS (ROEGNER K, KUNZE S) To revise the school safety law STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Civil Justice Committee

HB 10 FISCAL TOWNSHIPS-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS FISCAL OFFICERS (HAGAN C) To establish education programs and continuing education requirements for the fiscal officers of townships and municipal corporations, to establish procedures for removing those fiscal officers, county treasurers, and county auditors from office STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 14 SCHOOL RECORDS-ABUSED-NEGLECTED-DEPENDENT CHILD (PELANDA D) With respect to a school district's withholding or transfer to another district or school of the records of a child who is alleged or adjudicated an abused, neglected, or dependent child. STATUS: Signed by Governor

HB 16 HEAD INJURIES-YOUTH SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS (O'BRIEN S, HOTTINGER J) To correct a cross reference with regard to concussions and head injuries in athletic activities organized by youth sports organizations and to declare an emergency. STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Medicaid, Health & Human Services Committee

HB 17 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND (CERA J, GERBERRY R) To require that, for fiscal year 2014 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Local Government Fund must receive the same proportion of state tax revenue that the Fund received in fiscal year 2005. STATUS: House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 18 METAL DETECTORS-PUBLIC SCHOOLS (PATMON B) With respect to metal detectors in public schools STATUS: House Education Committee

HB 30 EDUCATORS LETTERS OF ADMONISHMENT (JOHNSON T) Regarding letters of admonishment to licensed educators STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 32 MINIMUM SCHOOL YEAR (HAYES B, PATMON B) To establish a minimum school year for school districts, STEM schools, and chartered nonpublic schools based on hours, rather than days, of instruction STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 50 CHILDREN'S' RIGHTS (HEARD T, MCGREGOR R) To protect the rights of children before and during custodial interrogations STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Judiciary Committee

HB 58 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERSHIP (GERBERRY R) To change the voting membership of the State Board of Education STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 59 BIENNIAL BUDGET (AMSTUTZ R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2013, and ending June 30, 2015; to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs STATUS: Signed by Governor

HB 96 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' COLLECTIVE BARGAINING LAW (STRAHORN F) To eliminate an exemption from the Public Employees' Collective Bargaining Law for specified educational employees STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 97 DYSLEXIA AWARENESS MONTH (BRENNER A, LETSON T) To designate October as "Dyslexia Awareness Month” STATUS: (Passed by House) Senate Education Committee – Reported out; Passed by Senate

HB 107 CAREER EXPLORATION INTERNSHIPS-TAX CREDIT (BAKER N) To authorize a tax credit for businesses that employ high school students in career exploration internships STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Finance Committee
HB 111 STATE UNIVERSITIES-STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS (DUFFEY M, STINZIANO M) To grant student members of the boards of trustees of state universities and the Northeast Ohio Medical University voting power and the authority to attend executive sessions STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee

HB 113 HIGH SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION (ANTONIO N, HENNE M) To specify that school districts and chartered nonpublic schools may excuse from high school physical education students who participate in a school-sponsored athletic club STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB 115 LOCAL GOVERNMENT BRIDGE FUND (SCHURING K) To create the Local Government Bridge Fund for the purpose of providing grants to local governments up to the reduced amount of funds the government received in fiscal years 2012 and 2013 from the Local Government Fund STATUS: Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 127 CAREER-TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLED WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT MONTH (ADAMS R) To designate the month of March as "Career-Technical Education and Skilled Workforce Development Month” STATUS: (Passed by House) Passed by Senate, Vote 31-0

HB 152 RIGHT TO WORK-PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (MAAG R) To remove any requirement under the Public Employees Collective Bargaining Law that public employees join or pay dues to any employee organization. STATUS: Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 154 LOTTERY PROFITS-EDUCATION (GERBERRY R) To require that a portion of lottery profits be distributed annually on a per pupil basis to public and chartered nonpublic schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 158 NONREFUNDABLE TAX CREDITS-NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS (BRENNER A, PATMON B) To authorize nonrefundable tax credits for donations to nonprofit entities providing scholarships to low-income students enrolling in nonpublic schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 167 COMMUNITY SCHOOLS (HEARD T, GROSSMAN C) To authorize school districts with an average daily membership greater than 60,000 and located in a city with a population greater than 700,000 to levy property taxes, the revenue from which may be shared with partnering community schools STATUS: Signed by Governor

HB 168 CERTIFIED APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS (HAGAN C) To create a subprogram of the Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Program that permits students to participate in certified apprenticeship programs STATUS: Introduced

HB 171 RELEASED TIME COURSES-RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION (MCCLAIN J, PATMON B) To permit public school students to attend and receive credit for released time courses in religious instruction conducted off school property during regular school hours STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee

HB 175 OHIO STATE GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M) To require the Treasurer of State to establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database STATUS: Introduced; Referred to State & Local Government Committee

HB 178 SCHOOL SAFETY DRILLS (PHILLIPS D) To amend with respect to school safety drills
STATUS: House Education Committee – Reported out as amended
HB 180 CARDIAC ARREST-YOUTH ACTIVITIES (PILLICH C) With regard to sudden cardiac arrest in youth athletic activities STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Health & Aging Committee

HB 181 PERSONAL IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION-STUDENT (BRENNER A) To prohibit submission of a student's personal identifiable information to the federal government without direct authorization of the local school board STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee

HB 193 HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS (BRENNER A) To revise current high school diploma requirements including state-administered assessments STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB 209 FINISH FUND (RAMOS D) To create the Finish Fund and the Finish Reserve Fund to provide grants to students who are nearing completion of their bachelor's degrees and display financial need or hardship and to make an appropriation STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 211 LOTTERY PROFITS EDUCATION FUND REPORT (WILLIAMS S) To require the Director of the State Lottery Commission to prepare a report related to the Lottery Profits Education Fund STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 215 SCHOOL SAFETY (DEVITIS A) To authorize a board of education or governing authority of a school to enter into an agreement with a volunteer who is a current or retired law enforcement officer to patrol school premises to prevent or respond to a mass casualty event STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Finance Committee

HB 216 SCHOOL INDEBTEDNESS (PATTERSON J) To forgive a school district's indebtedness to the Solvency Assistance Fund upon its voluntary consolidation with another district if specified conditions are satisfied STATUS: House Education Committee – Bill Amended; Reported out

HB 228 SCHOOL FUNDING (BRENNER A) To reform the system of funding elementary and secondary education STATUS: House Education Committee – Substitute bill accepted

HB 237 COMMON CORE INITIATIVE (THOMPSON A) With respect to the Common Core Initiative academic standards and the distribution of student information STATUS: House Education Committee – Substitute bill accepted

HB 240 SPECIAL ELECTIONS (ADAMS J, BECKER J) To eliminate the ability to conduct special elections in February and August STATUS: Referred to House Policy & Legislative Oversight Committee

HB 241 SCHOOL EMPLOYEES-SEXUAL CONDUCT (HAGAN C) To prohibit an employee of a public or nonpublic school or institution of higher education from engaging in sexual conduct with a minor who is enrolled in or attends that public or nonpublic school STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 242 HIGHER EDUCATION-PAY FORWARD-PAY BACK PROGRAM (HAGAN R, FOLEY M) To require the Chancellor of the Ohio Board of Regents to consider creating a pilot program called "Pay Forward, Pay Back" to replace the current tuition system at state institutions of higher education and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 245 PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACK (BARBORAK N) To extend the 10% and 2.5% partial property tax "rollback" exemptions to new and replacement levies approved at the 2013 general election and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 246 TAX DEDUCTION-COLLEGE GRADUATES (ROGERS J, BLAIR T) To allow recent college graduates to claim an income tax deduction for qualified higher education expenses and allow employers of recent college graduates to deduct the employer's costs of employing the graduate from the employer's gross receipts STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB 256 HEALTH EDUCATION STANDARDS (SYKES V, WACHTMANN L) To require the State Board of Education to adopt national health education standards or to develop its own health education standards based on the national standards for grades kindergarten through twelve. STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 264 DIABETES CARE-SCHOOLS (WACHTMANN L, BARNES, JR. J) Regarding care for students with diabetes in schools STATUS: House Health & Aging Committee – Substitute bill accepted & reported out

HB 267 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION ELIGIBILITY (BARBORAK N) To extend eligibility for the homestead exemption to elderly or disabled homeowners who did not receive the exemption for 2013 and have $30,000 or more in Ohio adjusted gross income STATUS: Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 285 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PENSION (BECKER J, LYNCH M) To provide that an individual retiring on or after the effective date of this act from one of the state's public retirement systems who is re-employed as a public employee will not receive the pension portion of the retirement allowance for the period of employment STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee

HB 290 SCHOOL PREMISES LIABILITY (STEBELTON G) Regarding the use of school district premises by members of the public and immunity from civil liability for a school district and schools when permitting members of the public to use school premises STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 293 SCHOOL DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION CONSOLIDATION PILOT PROGRAM (BRENNER A) To establish the School District Transportation Consolidation Pilot Program and to make an appropriation STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 294 SUPPORT SCHOOL CHOICE LICENSE PLATE (BRENNER A) To create a "Support School Choice" license plate STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Transportation, Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

HB 296 SCHOOLS-EPINEPHRINE AUTOINJECTORS (JOHNSON T, DUFFEY M) To permit public schools to procure epinephrine autoinjectors in accordance with prescribed procedures and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of epinephrine autoinjectors STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Medicaid, Health & Human Services Committee

HB 299 PROPERTY VALUATION COMPLAINTS (GROSSMAN C) To require counties, municipal corporations, townships, and school boards that file complaints against the valuation of property they do not own to pass a resolution approving the complaint STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 303 STUDENT RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION (HAYES B) Regarding student religious expression STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 304 PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES ACCESS (HAYES B) Regarding student access to public school facilities STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB 321 DATAOHIO BOARD (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To create the DataOhio Board, and to specify requirements for posting public records online. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 322 UNIFORM ACCOUNTING SYSTEM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 323 ONLINE PUBLIC DATA CATALOG (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish an online catalog of public data at data.Ohio.gov. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 324 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE GRANT PROGRAM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program and to make an appropriation. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 334 STUDENT EXPULSION (HAYES B, HOTTINGER J) With respect to the expulsion of a student from a school district, community school, or STEM school for actions that endanger the health and safety of other students or school employees and to declare an emergency.  STATUS: House Education Committee – Reported out as amended

HB 337 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BUDGETING REQUIREMENTS (TERHAR L) To revise budgeting requirements that apply to local governments, mandate that certain actuarial standards be applied in political subdivisions that have independent retirement systems, and authorize the Auditor of State to impose sanctions STATUS: Referred to House State & Local Government Committee

HB 342 STRAIGHT A PROGRAM (BRENNER A, DRIEHAUS D) To permit an educational service center to be a partner or the lead applicant of an education consortia seeking a grant under the Straight A Program and to modify the goals of projects supported by the program. STATUS: (Passed by House) Senate Education Committee – Reported out as amended

HB 343 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS-NON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES (STEBELTON G) Regarding educational programs for certain students and individuals who have not received a high school diploma. STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 348 HIGHER EDUCATION-STUDENT HEALTH CARE PLAN REQUIREMENT (HENNE M, HAGAN C) To prohibit state institutions of higher education from requiring students to be covered by a health insurance policy or a health care benefits plan as a condition of enrollment or from automatically enrolling students in such policies or plans STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 362 STEM SCHOOLS (SCHERER G, DERICKSON T) To authorize the STEM Committee to grant a designation of STEM school equivalent to a community school or chartered nonpublic school and to make other revisions to the law regarding STEM schools STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 367 OPIOID ABUSE PREVENTION INSTRUCTION-SCHOOLS (DRIEHAUS D, SPRAGUE R) To require the health curriculum of each school district to include instruction in prescription opioid abuse prevention STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 370 BOARDS OF EDUCATION-PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTS (PHILLIPS D) To make a board of education of a school district or the governing board of an educational service center subject to the Prevailing Wage Law for public improvement contracts STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 374 STRAIGHT A PROGRAM (PATTERSON J, ROGERS J) To make an appropriation for additional funding for the Straight A Program STATUS: Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 376 OHIO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT (DERICKSON T, PATMON B) To enact the Ohio Religious Freedom Restoration Act STATUS: Referred to House Judiciary Committee

HB 380 GENERAL REVENUE FUND-CASH TRANSFER (BOOSE T, GERBERRY R) To require the Director of Budget and Management to transfer cash from the General Revenue Fund to the Local Government Fund and to make an appropriation STATUS: Referred to House Finance & Appropriations Committee

HB 393 CAREER DECISION GUIDE PUBLICATION (BAKER N, LANDIS A) To require public high schools to publish annually a career decision guide in its newsletter or on its web sit STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 403 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUN LICENSE (BECKER J) To generally authorize a person who has a valid concealed handgun license to carry a handgun concealed into any publicly owned facility that is not a secure facility, to limit this general access with respect to a nonsecure school building so that it applies only if the person is a government official STATUS: Referred to House State & Local Government Committee
 HB 405 INCOME TAX CREDIT-CERTAIN DEGREES (BUDISH A, HOTTINGER J) To grant an income tax credit to individuals who earn degrees in science, technology, engineering, or math-based fields of study STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

 HB 413 PARTNERSHIP FOR ASSESSMENT OF READINESS FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERS (STAUTBERG P, BRENNER A) To prohibit the administration of the assessments developed by the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers for the 2014-2015 school year, to prohibit the renewal of the state's memorandum of understanding with the Partnership, and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB 416 CALAMITY DAYS INCREASE (BURKLEY T, HILL B) To permit payment in fiscal year 2015 to school districts and STEM schools that exceed, by up to four days, the number of permitted "calamity" days in fiscal year 2014 and to declare an emergency STATUS: Passed by House as amended, Vote 80-16; Emergency clause vote 81-13

HB 424 SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY LAWS-STUDENTS-SCHOOL DISTRICTS (BISHOFF H, HACKETT R) To prohibit employers and educational institutions from requiring an employee, applicant, student, or prospective student to provide access to any personal Internet account of the employee, applicant, student, or prospective student STATUS: Referred to House Commerce, Labor & Technology Committee
HB 426 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE WHISTLE-BLOWER (BARBORAK N, PILLICH C) To prohibit an appointing authority from taking disciplinary action against public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or misuse of public resources to the Inspector General STATUS: Referred to House State & Local Government Committee
HB 428 JVS BOARDS OF EDUCATION-TERMS OF OFFICE (ANIELSKI M) To revise the law regarding terms of office of members of certain joint vocational school district boards of education STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB 437 CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION INSTRUCTION (HAGAN C, RAMOS D) With respect to age-appropriate student instruction in child sexual abuse and sexual violence prevention and in-service staff training in child sexual abuse prevention STATUS: Introduced

HB 439 WHISTLE-BLOWER PROTECTION-PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (DOVILLA M, HAYES B) To prohibit an appointing authority from taking disciplinary action against certain public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or misuse of public resources to the Inspector General STATUS: Introduced

HB 441 SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES-VIOLENT BEHAVIOR (WINBURN R, FEDOR T) With respect to school district policies and reports on violent, disruptive, or inappropriate behavior STATUS: Introduced

HB 443 SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES-VIOLENT BEHAVIOR (STRAHORN F) With respect to school district policies for violent, disruptive, or inappropriate behavior STATUS: Introduced

HB 446 STUDENT SAFETY ACT (ROGERS J) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules prescribing standards for safety enhancements to new public and nonpublic school facilities and to require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to revise its construction and design standards to comply with the State Board's standards STATUS: Introduced

HB 447 CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICTS-LOANS (LYNCH M) To permit a school district resulting from the consolidation of two or more school districts that meet specified conditions to receive a loan from the Ohio school facilities commission for the construction of a new facility to support the consolidated district STATUS: Introduced

HB 449 HIGHER EDUCATION-RESIDENCY STATUS (GONZALES A) With respect to residency status for certain veterans, spouses, and dependents at state institutions of higher education STATUS: Introduced

HB 450 SALES TAX HOLIDAY (PATTERSON J) To provide a three-day sales tax "holiday" each August during which sales of back-to-school clothing, school supplies, personal computers, and personal computer accessories are exempt from sales and use taxes STATUS: Introduced

HB 454 CONCEALED CARRY-SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE (GONZALES A) To expand and clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone STATUS: Introduced 



Senate

SB 1 OHIOMEANSJOBS WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT REVOLVING LOAN FUND (BEAGLE B, BALDERSON T) To create the OhioMeansJobs Workforce Development Revolving Loan Fund, to create the OhioMeansJobs Workforce Development Revolving Loan Program, to allocate a portion of casino license fees to finance the loan program, and to make an appropriation. STATUS: Signed by Governor

SB 2 OHIO'S WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT LAW (LEHNER P, BEAGLE B) To require a local workforce investment area to use OhioMeansJobs as the local workforce investment area's job placement system, to rename county one-stop systems, and to make other changes to Ohio's Workforce Development Law STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Manufacturing and Workforce Development Committee

SB 11 SUMMER MEAL PROGRAMS (BROWN E) To require school districts to allow alternative summer meal sponsors to use school facilities to provide food service for summer intervention services under certain conditions. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Medicaid, Health & Human Services Committee

SB 13 VETERANS-ACADEMIC CREDIT (GENTILE L) To enhance support and services for veterans at state institutions of higher education and to require each institution to develop a policy for awarding academic credit to veterans for training received while in the military STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Public Safety, Local Government & Veterans Affairs Committee

SB 15 EDUCATION FUNDING (SAWYER T) To prescribe a system and timeline for the General Assembly to deliberate and determine the components and cost of a high quality public primary and secondary education STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB 21 THIRD-GRADE READING GUARANTEE (LEHNER P) To revise the requirements for reading teachers under the Third-Grade Reading Guarantee STATUS: Signed by Governor

SB 26 HEAD INJURIES-YOUTH SPORTS (SCHAFFER T) To correct a cross reference with regard to concussions and head injuries in athletic activities organized by youth sports organizations and to declare an emergency STATUS: Signed by Governor

SB 31 INCOME TAX CREDIT-TEACHERS (SCHAFFER T) To allow a credit against the personal income tax for amounts spent by teachers for instructional materials STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB 35 SPECIAL ELECTIONS (JORDAN K) To eliminate the ability to conduct special elections in February and August STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate State Government Oversight & Reform Committee

SB 42 PROPERTY TAXES-SCHOOL SECURITY (MANNING G, GARDNER R) To authorize school districts to levy a property tax exclusively for school safety and security purposes STATUS: Passed by Senate, Vote 31-2; Referred to House Way & Means Committee

SB 59 EDUCATION ENERGY COUNCIL (BEAGLE B) To authorize an eligible regional council of governments to establish itself as an education energy council for the purpose of issuing debt to pay for school district energy purchases STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Public Utilities Committee

SB 65 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' COLLECTIVE BARGAINING LAW (TURNER N) To eliminate an exemption from the Public Employees' Collective Bargaining Law for specific educational employees STATUS: Referred to Senate Commerce & Labor Committee

SB 67 AUDIT PROCEDURE-POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS (PETERSON B) To create an agreed-upon procedure audit for certain eligible political subdivisions and to eliminate the Auditor of State's exemption from filing a rule summary and fiscal analysis with proposed rules. STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House State and Local Government Committee – Reported out as amended; Passed by House, Vote 61-34; Senate concurred

SB 69 COURSE AND PROGRAM SHARING NETWORK (BEAGLE B) To establish the Course and Program Sharing Network and to make an appropriation STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Education Committee

SB 72 TRIO PROGRAMS (TAVARES C) To make an appropriation for the provision of state matching funds for federal TRIO programs at Ohio institutions of higher education for FY 2014 and FY 2015 STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB 74 AGENCY STANDARDS-CHILDRENS FACILITIES (TAVARES C) To require that any privately run non-Ohio agency, home, school, camp, institution, or other entity or residential facility to which Ohio abused, neglected, dependent, unruly, or delinquent children are committed comply with the same standards that are applicable to in-state agencies STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Criminal Justice Committee

SB 93 OPEN MEETINGS ACT (JONES S) To require that further information be stated in motions to hold executive sessions under the Open Meetings Act, to expand the fees and expenses that may be recovered for violations of the Act, and to make other changes to the Act STATUS: Referred to Senate State Government Oversight and Reform Committee

SB 96 HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM (LAROSE F) To require one unit of world history in the high school social studies curriculum STATUS: Senate Education Committee – Reported out as amended
SB 122 OFFICE OF REGIONAL SERVICES AND ACCOUNTABILITY (SAWYER T) To create the Office of Regional Services and Accountability in the Department of Education STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 123 INTERDISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT (SAWYER T) To terminate interdistrict open enrollment on that date with the possibility of renewal following the General Assembly's examination of the study's findings STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB126 SCHOOL SAFETY FUNDS (SCHIAVONI J) To require the State Board of Education to establish criteria and procedures for the awarding of school safety funds to school districts and to make an appropriation STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB127 PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION-HOME SCHOOLED CHILDREN (JORDAN K) To create a property tax and a manufactured home tax reduction for parents of home schooled children equal to the taxes levied by the school district on the homestead of the parent STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB 142 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND DISTRIBUTION (SEITZ B) To establish a new default formula for determining the share allocated to each subdivision from the Local Government Fund distribution of each county in which the largest city or township has a population of more than 13,435 and to require minimum annual distributions STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB 158 SCHOOL CLOSURE EXEMPTION (TAVARES C) To exempt from closure certain community schools that enroll students receiving behavioral health services STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 159 PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACK EXEMPTIONS (SCHIAVONI J) To extend the 10% and 2.5% partial property tax "rollback" exemptions to new and replacement levies approved at the 2013 general election and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB 162 SCHOOLS-CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS (HUGHES J) To require the State Fire Marshal and the Board of Building Standards to include in the State Fire Code and Ohio Building Code, a requirement that a public or private school must install carbon monoxide detectors STATUS: Referred to Public Safety, Local Government & Veterans Affairs Committee

SB 167 SCHOOL POLICIES-INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR (TAVARES C) With respect to school district policies for violent, disruptive, or inappropriate behavior STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 169 CHARTER SCHOOLS-EDUCATIONAL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (SAWYER T) To require the Department of Education to conduct a performance review of each chartered nonpublic school participating in the Educational Choice Scholarship Program STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 174 STATE UNIVERSITIES-STUDENT VOTING POWER (SAWYER T) To require the boards of trustees of state universities and the Northeast Ohio Medical University to adopt a resolution to grant or not grant to student members voting power and the authority to attend executive sessions STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 180 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION ELIGIBILITY (GENTILE L) To extend eligibility for the homestead exemption to elderly or disabled homeowners who did not receive the exemption for 2013 and have $30,000 or more in Ohio adjusted gross income. STATUS: Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB 190 COMMUNITY SCHOOLS OPERATION (SCHIAVONI J) To revise the laws regarding the operation of community schools and, for each of fiscal years 2014 and 2015, to limit a community school’s or a STEM school’s gain in aggregate state funding over the previous fiscal year STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 195 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT-ADJUDICATED CHILD (TAVARES C) With respect to enrollment in a school district of a child who is alleged or adjudicated an abused, neglected, or dependent child STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 220 POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS PROGRAM (GARDNER R) To remove the prohibition on charging students fees for participating in dual enrollment programs or in alternative funding arrangements under the Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Program. STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 223 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS (GARDNER R) To require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to develop a procedure for awarding information technology infrastructure grants to public primary and secondary schools and school districts. STATUS: Introduced

SB 229 TEACHER PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS (GARDNER R) Regarding teacher performance evaluations. STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Education Committee

SB 231 SCHOOL PROPERTY SALES PROCEEDS (GARDNER R, HITE C) With respect to the distribution of proceeds from the sale of school district real property STATUS: Senate Finance Committee – Reported out; Passed by Senate, Vote 32-0

SB 237 COMMON CORE INITIATIVE ACADEMIC STANDARDS (JORDAN K) With respect to the Common Core Initiative academic standards, powers of the State Board of Education, and the distribution of student information STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 239 STUDENT EXPULSION (SCHAFFER T) With respect to the expulsion of a student from a school district, community school, or STEM school for actions that endanger the health and safety of other students or school employees and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 241 STRAIGHT A PROGRAM GOVERNING BOARD (SAWYER T) To modify the membership structure of the Straight A Program Governing Board STATUS: Introduced

SB 242 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERSHIP (SAWYER T) To revise the membership composition of the State Board of Education STATUS: Introduced

SB 243 SALES TAX HOLIDAY (BACON K) To provide a three-day sales tax "holiday" each August during which sales of back-to-school clothing, school supplies, personal computers, and personal computer accessories are exempt from sales and use taxes STATUS: Introduced

SB 244 INCOME TAX DEDUCTION-COLLEGE SAVINGS CONTRIBUTIONS (JONES S, GARDNER R) To increase the maximum income tax deduction for college savings contributions to $10,000 annually for each beneficiary, to create the Joint Committee on Ohio College Affordability, and to declare an emergency STATUS: Introduced

SB 264 SCHOOLS- OCCUPATIONAL-PHYSICAL THERAPISTS WORKLOADS (SCHAFFER T) To require the Department of Education to solicit from school districts and educational service centers regular studies of the time spent by occupational and physical therapists on certain activities and to use the studies to determine appropriate workloads STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 266 PUBLIC SCHOOLS-BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION (SKINDELL M, LEHNER P) With respect to the use of seclusion and physical restraint on students and positive behavior intervention supports in public schools STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 269 CALAMITY DAYS INCREASE (BROWN E) To permit state payments to school districts, STEM schools, and community schools that exceed, by up to three days, the number of permitted "calamity" days in the 2013-2014 school year and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 273 GRADUATING SENIORS-MAKE-UP DAYS (GARDNER R) To excuse graduating twelfth-grade students from attending school on make-up days that occur after the scheduled high school graduation ceremonies and to declare an emergency STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB 284 SCHOOLS-CALAMITY DAYS (COLEY W) To provide additional calamity day relief for schools and to declare an emergency STATUS: Introduced


OHIO POLITICS/BUDGET

KASICH'S LEAD OVER FITZGERALD NARROWS TO 5 POINTS CINCINNATI ENQUIRER
Gov. John Kasich’s lead over Democratic challenger Ed FitzGerald has narrowed to five percentage points, down from a high of 14 points eight months ago, according to the latest poll from Quinnipiac University. Still, 70 percent of Ohioans in the poll said they hadn’t heard enough about FitzGerald, the Cuyahoga County executive, to form an opinion of him. That’s improved 6 percentage points since FitzGerald officially launched his candidacy for governor last spring.
 
ED FITZGERALD FACES ONLY PRIMARY AMONG STATEWIDE CANDIDATES; LIBERTARIANS FAIL TO FIELD FULL SLATE THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
Larry Ealy, a former tow-truck operator unknown in politics beyond Dayton, will challenge Cuyahoga County Executive Ed FitzGerald in the Democratic primary for governor this May, the Ohio secretary of state's office confirmed Tuesday. It's the only contested primary on the statewide ballot.

HOUSE PASSES BILL GIVING STUDENTS FOUR CALAMITY DAYS, TWO FOR TEACHERS HANNAH
A week after delaying legislation that would give school districts extra calamity days to deal with lost days due to a brutal winter, the House passed an amended version that would give students extra days but require teachers to work during some of those days.  The House Education Committee-passed version of HB416 (Burkley-Hill) would have given four extra calamity days to school districts, but legislator concerns delayed a vote on the bill last week.

STUDENTS MAY GET 4 EXTRA SNOW DAYS WAIVED; TEACHERS WOULD GET 2 DAYTON DAILY NEWS
The Ohio House passed a bill Wednesday allowing up to four extra calamity days for Ohio students, but requiring teachers to do professional development work on the third and fourth of those days.
CLINTON FAVORED PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AMONG OHIO VOTERS HANNAH
Despite Ohio voters' souring on the job performance of current Democratic President Barack Obama, they are not sour on his former secretary of state and 2008 primary opponent, Hillary Clinton, a new Quinnipiac University poll found. The poll pitted Clinton in hypothetical matchups up against a number of possible Republican contenders, finding her with a healthy lead over all of them. One of the closest races was with New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, who in a November Quinnipiac Poll trailed Clinton by just 1 percentage point. But with a scandal plaguing his administration, he now trails Clinton 49 to 36 percent.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NEARLY HALF OF OHIO KIDS GET SUBSIDIZED LUNCHES COLUMBUS DISPATCH
The percentage of students receiving subsidized school lunches hasn’t budged for four years, indicating that poverty persists for Ohio children and raising doubt about the state’s economic recovery. More than 800,000 kids — 44 percent of students — are enrolled this school year in the federal free and reduced-price lunch program for low-income families, according to data provided by the Ohio Department of Education.

EARLY LEARNING
PANEL: EARLY LEARNING 'VITAL,' 'CRITICAL,' BUT 'PARENT ENGAGEMENT' NECESSARY HANNAH
A panel of social service and early education stakeholders Wednesday addressed the issue of Ohio kindergartners coming to school for the first time lacking the appropriate social and emotional readiness, and in some cases even the physiological inability, to effectively learn in a regular classroom setting.  Angel Rhodes, officer for Early Education and Development in the Office of Gov. John Kasich; Janet E. Jackson, president and CEO of United Way of Central Ohio; and Cheryl Achterberg, dean of the Ohio State University College of Education and Human Ecology agreed that the definition of "trauma" given by moderator Jane Whyde encompasses a wider scope than is generally thought, especially when it comes to children. Whyde, executive director of Franklin County Family and Children First Council, explained for the audience gathered at the Columbus Metropolitan Club that "trauma" for preschool-aged children includes "developmental trauma" that is exacerbated and magnified by poverty.

STATES FALL SHORT ON LINKING DATA FOR YOUNGEST CHILDREN, STUDY SAYS EDUCATION WEEK
Only one state—Pennsylvania—currently links its K-12 data system and data from all of five key early-childhood programs, although 30 states now link some of that information with their K-12 systems, a new report says. States could—and should—do far more to provide governmental institutions, teachers, and families with a comprehensive view of student populations, according to the study entitled "2013 State of States' Early Childhood Data Systems," released Wednesday by the Bethesda, Md.-based Early Childhood Data Collaborative.


COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
'TRANSITIONAL' COURSES CATCH ON AS COLLEGE-PREP STRATEGY EDUCATION WEEK
With many students entering college ill prepared to succeed academically, one remedy states and districts are increasingly bringing to the table is transitional coursework for high schoolers who need extra help. Take Tennessee. High school teachers and community college faculty members teamed up to develop an online math course, first piloted in 2012, for those who score poorly on the act and need to catch up before graduation. Since then, the initiative has drawn broader support, including backing from Gov. Bill Haslam.

KASICH SAYS VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TO BE EXPANDED TO MIDDLE SCHOOLS COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Gov. John Kasich provided a glimpse into his State of the State speech yesterday when he hinted at an expansion of vocational education in Ohio. “I don’t want to step on my State of the State on Monday, but we are lowering the availability of vocational education to the seventh grade,” Kasich said during his address at The Atlantic magazine’s “Building the Future: Manufacturing’s Software Revolution” summit in suburban Cincinnati.

RESEARCH
GENDER PLAYS ROLE IN DELAYED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT, STUDY SAYS EDUCATION WEEK
A study of more than 10,000 Norwegian children found a connection between gender and delayed language development, with boys at greater risk of delays than girls.  The study also found that reading and writing difficulties in other family members were associated with delayed language development in children. 

SIMPLE AND NOT-SO-SIMPLE STEPS SCHOOLS CAN TAKE TO REDUCE BULLYING EDUCATION WEEK
A research review has found that a reprimand from a teacher or a gesture of friendship from a fellow student can go a long way toward protecting victims from the harmful impacts of bullying. But in order to truly create a safe environment for all students, schools need to make more sweeping changes such as creating and enforcing anti-bullying policies that also address cyberharassment. Additionally, certain school characteristics—such as racial homogeneity, stand-alone middle schools, and academic tracking—are associated with higher rates of bullying.


NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOOLS

NEWBURY/BERKSHIRE SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION MEETING DRAWS STATE OFFICIALS, RESIDENTS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD
SUPERINTENDENTS IN BRECKSVILLE-BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, NORTH ROYALTON AND STRONGSVILLE SAY DECISION TO CLOSE SCHOOLS NOT MADE LIGHTLY NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
BEACHWOOD
BEACHWOOD CITY SCHOOLS TO SEEK COMMUNITY INPUT ABOUT POSSIBLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RENOVATIONS (PHOTO GALLERY) NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
BEACHWOOD SCHOOL BOARD SEEKS RESIDENT INPUT ON SCHOOLS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD
CHAGRIN FALLS
CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS CLASSIFIED STAFF REACH THREE-YEAR AGREEMENT WITH BOARD OF EDUCATION CHAGRIN FALLS SCHOOLS
CMSD
CLEVELAND SCHOOLS' ENROLLMENT DECLINE SQUEEZES ELEMENTARY BUILDING PLANS THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
NORTH OLMSTED
FIVE THINGS TO KNOW FROM NORTH OLMSTED SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT MICHAEL ZALAR'S STATE OF THE SCHOOLS ADDRESS (PHOTO GALLERY) NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE
WESTLAKE SCHOOLS COULD CONSIDER RESTORING BUSING WITH WINDFALL FROM DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
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